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necessary any object that exists but which is such that it is not
possible for it not to exist. Now assume that for any contingent
object there is a time when it does not exist. It does not follow
from this assumption alone that if there exists no necessary being
there is a time when nothing exists. Though no (single) con-
tingent object exists at all times, it could be that for each time
some contingent object or other exists.
Assume that for any contingent object, there is a time when it
does not exist. St. Thomas seems clearly to be supposing as
well as that for any contingent object, at least one of the times
when it does not exist is prior to a time when it does exist. It
follows that every contingent object begins to exist, and that
every object that begins to exist is brought in to existence by
something else. That is to say that every contingent object has
a cause.
An ontological argument may be looked upon as an argument
for the conclusion that a certain concept is such that necessarily,
something falls under it. But since it is not altogether clear
what concepts are, let us replace talk of concepts with talks of
sets of properties. Is there any set of properties such that
necessarily, there exists atleast one object that has every member
of that set ? Or as we shall say is there any set of properties
that is necessarily instantiated ? Consider the following condi-
tions on a set of properties:
(a)  It contains N (necessary existence).
(b)  It is possible that there be   something   has all its P
(properties).
V Something has N and P essentially is true at W (world).
(E) Something has N and P.
Hence there is no doubt that there exists a being, than which
nothing greater can be conceived* and it exists both in under-
standing and in reality.87 Moreover many eminently rational
people believe (including scientists) that God exists and this fact
tends to support the conclusion that it is not irrational to believe
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